Partial syntheses of ribosides of strophanthidin (I) and digitoxigenin (II) have been carried out by the orthoester method [i] by analogy with previous work [2] . 3,4-Di-O-acetyl-~-D-ribopyranose 1,2-(methyl orthoacetate) (III) was obtained by the method of Mazurek and Perlin [3] . The orthoester (III), Cz2H~,Os, had mp 82-84°C (from diethyl ether--petroleum ether), [~]~4 --7.7 _+ 2 ° (c 1.78; chloroform). NMR spectrum (CDCI3), ppm: 1.75 (3 H at CH3, s), 2.10 (6 H at 2 Ac, s), 3.28 (3 H at OCH~, s). The NMR spectrum shows the exo position of the OCH3 group in compound (III) [3, 4] .
The products of the interaction of the orthoester (III) with strophanthidin were saponifled with a solution of ammonia in methanol.
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